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Personal and Family History

Lenore Eisenstein
Lenore was born as Lenore Edith Honig in Manhattan, New York on February 9, 1937. At this time her family lived in an apartment complex called the “Bolton” which was near the George Washington Bridge. Her mother had a very difficult delivery with Lenore and was instructed by her doctor not to have any additional children. Her mother was confined to bed for eight weeks after Lenore was born. Fortunately her mother’s sister, Beck and her husband George, as well as George’s family, and the Grant family- Grandpa Grant, Tessie, and Helen- all lived in the same apartment complex as Lenore’s family and they were able to watch over Lenore and her mother during this difficult time. Grandpa Grant even gave Lenore’s mother an eight piece solid gold coin as a gift after Lenore’s birth. Lenore still has this coin and wears it on her charm bracelet for good luck. 
Father- Emanuel “Manny” Honig
Lenore’s father name was Emanuel Honig but was known as Manny. He was born in New York in 1894 and lived on the east side where many of the Jewish immigrants from Europe had settled. He was the oldest of eight children with five brothers and two sisters: Jack L. Honig, Sam Earl Honig,   Shirley Honig, Rose Honig, Herman Honig, Lou Honig, and Jules Honig.  
As an adult, he was very meticulous about how things looked; he would not allow even a hair out of place. He was very proper and elegant. Manny was in the military during World War I and was stationed at Camp Lee which is near Petersburg, Virginia. Lenore’s mother lived in Petersburg, and frequently the military men would visit Petersburg for social outings. He was introduced to Lenore’s mother and they were later married.  

As a young man, Manny was a “frustrated actor,” however he did appear on Broadway several times and tried hard to make a career in acting. However, there was not much money in this and had to begin a steadier job once he was married. He then began working as a real estate agent for a high powered man named William Susman in New York. William Susman was the father of Edith Susman who was married to Lenore’s Uncle Sam. 
Manny worked for Mr. Susman as a real estate agent for a year, but unfortunately he was fired immediately after Lenore was born. This was a very difficult time for him.  When Lenore was six, her paternal grandmother contacted her second cousin Harry Lebowitz who was Chevrolet and Oldsmobile dealer in Tottenville Staten Island, and he hired Lenore’s father as a salesman. 

Lenore remembers her father as always willing to help people. Many times she would walk into the kitchen to find him sitting there counseling a young couple in need. He was the President of the Police Athletic League of New York, a supporter of the Salvation Army, as well as a member of many veteran’s leagues and associations. Despite this kinder side, Manny did have a temper and could be easily angered. 
Lenore remembers one day she came home five minutes late from a date with Bernie and was strongly scolded. Manny never hit her, but Lenore says, “The tone of his voice and scolding could easily make me cry.”  Whenever he became angry with someone in the family, he would never apologize, but would return home with a special gift for that person. 
Manny died June 9, 1952.

Mother- Rose Friedenberg
Lenore’s mother was born as Rose Friedenberg in New York in 1894, but her family moved to Petersburg, Virginia while she was still very young. She is the oldest child of her parents and has three sisters and two brothers: Sadye, Rebecca (known as Beck), Thelma (known as Tem), Louis Yale, and Max. Max was the second oldest, Beck and Louis were twins, and then came Tem who had a twin who died at birth. 
She was a very sweet lady and was loved by everyone who knew her. She was a very gracious and beautiful woman; truly the epitome of the “Southern Bell.” She and her sisters all married military men that were stationed at Camp Lee. After she was married, she remained in Petersburg for awhile then she and her husband moved to New York. It was very hard for her to leave her family as they were very close.

Rose was interested in business from a very young age. Growing up, her parents owned a candy store and she would stand on a stool and help serve the customers. Later, her parents owned a Dry Goods store where she and her brother Louis helped sell shoes and Rose ran the cash register. Rose always had a strong “business sense” and after high school she even attended a business school. She greatly enjoyed this aspect of her life. When Manny opened a Pontiac Dealership in New York, Staten Island in 1949, Rose worked right along side him. She was an excellent salesperson and had an “award winning” personality. When Manny died in 1952, General Motors wanted to remove the franchise from Rose. She fought hard to keep it. 
She and Lenore’s husband Bernie went to Waldorf Astoria in New York to plead her case before the executives of General Motors. These men voted and allowed Rose to continue running the franchise! What a victory for her as a woman in that era. She became the first woman automobile dealer in the United States.  She and Bernie continued the business for a few years, then sold the franchise but rented out the building. 
Grandparents

      Lenore’s maternal grandparents were immigrants to the United States from Russia/Poland. Her grandmother’s maiden name was Gella Shapiro. After immigrating, they settled in New York for a short time, but soon moved to Petersburg, Virginia. Every summer since Lenore was four months old she and her mother would spend the summer with them in Virginia. Lenore loved staying with her grandparents and greatly enjoyed her summers there. 

Her grandparents owned a candy store on Halifax Street and would allow Lenore to pick all the candy she wanted. Eventually her mother would have to put a limit on it, or else Lenore would have eaten them out of business. Her grandparent’s home was above the store and they had a big backyard where they raised chickens. 

The main part of the house was a very large kitchen where Grandma Gella would cook wonderful food.  While staying there for the summers, she would play with a girl named Elizabeth Davis who lived across the street in a large and beautiful house. Lenore always enjoyed going to Elizabeth’s house because her family was very kind. 

Lenore’s grandmother loved clothes. The day before she died, she bought a beautiful new coat and slept in it the night she died. Sadly, she never had an opportunity to show off the coat she loved so much. Gella died on Halloween 1935 and Lenore remembers being terribly sad as her family drove to Virginia from New York. 


Soon after Gella died, Lenore’s grandfather moved in with her family in Staten Island. He always wanted to help and would often help Manny and Bernie in the auto shop by sweeping the floor and cleaning up. Lenore remembers his as “such a sweet man.” He even gave her his portable sewing machine and taught her how to sew, which was helpful later on in life. Lenore says that he also “loved to play the numbers,” and he would post them all over the stock room of the auto shop. He died a sudden and pain free death on Thanksgiving Day, 1943. 

Lenore’s paternal grandparents were immigrants from Budapest, Hungary. After coming to America, they settled at a farm in upstate New York. Lenore would spend a few weeks of each summer visiting them there and she loved this. She would watch them milk the cows and loved eating fresh eggs and newly churned butter.  


Every Friday while Lenore was growing up, she and her mother would go to Astoria, Long Island for dinner with her grandparents. Her father would meet them there after work, and her uncles also came. Her mother would cook and bring the food for her grandmother to make. They always had a huge dinner and excellent chicken soup. After dinner, Lenore and her cousin Fred would “put on a musical show” for the family. 

Fred always planned the performance since he was three years older than Lenore, and she always agreed with what he wanted to do. Her Uncle Sam would play the piano, Lenore would sing, and both she and Fred would dance around. Lenore did the Charleston and Black Bottom and her family would call her the “VoDodio Girl”.  Lenore remembers this time at her grandparents as so much fun, and she says there are many “fond memories” for her to think about now. 

Lenore’s paternal grandfather ran a woman’s apparel store that was very successful. However, after her grandmother died, he went to live with Lenore’s aunt Shirley and Uncle Al in a “magnificent penthouse” in New York. Lenore would often stay there while she was attending college and had a date in New York.  When Aunt Shirley and Uncle Al died, her grandfather and his nurse moved in with her parents in Tottenville, Staten Island.  

Lenore was married by this time and lived with Bernie in Annadale, Staten Island. Three years later Helaine was born. Her grandfather loved for her to bring baby Helaine to visit. Regardless of how bad he felt, as soon as Lenore walked in with the baby, he “jumped up in bed and would be all smiles.” 

Growing-up

Day to Day

Lenore was a child during the Depression, however at that time she did not realize it. Her father was fired from his job very soon after she was born, and her very early years were tough for her family. She was an only child and would get lonely at times. Eventually, her father let her have a pet cat which would ease some of this loneliness. 
When Lenore was six years old her family moved from Manhattan to Tottenville Staten Island. They had distant relatives there who promised her father a job as a Chevrolet and Oldsmobile dealer. Lenore’s mother was a devout Jew, and when her husband and she moved their family to Staten Island she had to adjust to the different culture. At the time they moved there, Staten Island had a population of only 5000 with only five Jewish families. Lenore was the only Jewish student in her class. Despite this, there was no anti-Semitism and they were accepted without difficulty. 
Lenore got her first hair cut in Staten Island, at a barber shop that was upstairs from a pharmacy that Mr. Decker owned. Lenore says she was “very frightened since “…the barber wore a white coat and I thought he was a doctor!” What a relief to find out he was only going to cut her hair. 

Lenore’s family lived at 73 Chelsea Street which is on the very tip of Staten Island- almost in New Jersey.  They had an upstairs apartment and directly under them lived a family named the McCarthy’s. The McCarthy’s had a daughter named Marie whom was about four years older than Lenore. Lenore really admired Marie because she seemed much more hip and wise as she was older than Lenore. After school they would sit on the porch and talk, sometimes being joined by a boy named Kenny O’Donal who Lenore had a crush on because of his blonde hair and kindness toward her. Kenny O’Donal’s father was also a policeman and very respected in the community. 
When Lenore was 14, she started attending parties her friends would host. These parties would almost always incorporate playing “Spin the Bottle” and “Wink.” When playing Spin the Bottle, a boy would literally spin the bottle and which ever girl it stopped on had to kiss the boy who spun it. Lenore says that she was “…afraid to do this since I was shy and almost afraid of boys.” Lenore believes it is because of this shyness that many boys were not interested in her. 
At this time, Lenore’s family did not have much money, yet Lenore remembers always acting as if they did. Her father taught them that if they acted like they had money they would be respected as if they did. Three of Lenore’s uncles were clothing manufactures, and one of them specialized in children’s clothing. He would continuously provide Lenore with new dresses, and as she grew, he would manufacture larger dresses to fit her. 
When she became a teenager he developed a new clothing line called “Bobbi Teen.” He would often invite her to his showroom and allow her to pick the styles and dresses she wanted. She would receive a box of seven or eight dresses each month.  Lenore was the best dressed girl in her school and her parents never had to buy her one dress! Lenore recalls this as being a very special thing to her, and that she would get very excited as she tried on each dress and modeled it for her parents. 

Lenore wanted to learn to play the piano; however since it was expensive she had to coax her parents into allowing this. Her piano teacher was Mrs. Larsen who owned a flower shop and held lessons in the back where her apartment was. They would pay 25 cents per hour for a lesson, which was a large amount of money then. 
Lenore had one lesson per week, but she would visit Mrs. Larsen everyday to practice! She truly loved playing the piano. When Lenore’s Grandmother Friedenberg died, they received her piano and Lenore was so excited! She kept this piano for many years, even for awhile after she was married when she would play it with her two daughters. 

Looking back, Lenore thinks that her father was very overprotective of her as a child. For example, roller-skating was a very popular activity for kids her age, however it took much pleading to allow her father to let her learn. She was not good at first and would scrape her knees repeatedly, however she was determined and eventually learned to skate well. Even though he allowed Lenore to learn to skate, her father did not allow her to go to the roller-skating rink until well into her teenage years. 
He also would not allow Lenore to swim in the ocean with the other children because he believed it was polluted. Lenore’s father loved her very much and was afraid something would happen to her, which is why despite her strong desire he would not let her have a bicycle. Finally, on her sixteenth birthday her father told her to look upstairs and there was a beautiful blue bicycle decorated with ribbons that was waiting there for her! She immediately brought it down stairs to show everyone. Lenore was so excited about her new bicycle that she got up in the middle of the night to make sure it was still there. 
The very next day Lenore and her friend Ruth Henne road their bicycles to Page Avenue, which was as far as Lenore’s father allowed. Lenore road her new bicycle as much as she could, but soon did not have much time since she started college that spring. 

Lenore remembers having large family meetings as a child. Her uncles were much like her father in being very critical and meticulous. Being involved in fashion, they were all very particular about how she looked. Her Uncle Jack would frequently tell her that she was overweight, even though she was not. Because she was the only child, grandchild, and niece in the family, there were no siblings to draw attention away from her. 
Lenore learned to take extra care in the way she looked when getting ready to attend one of these meetings. She became very self conscious during this time; however it also made her very aware of fashion, which later led into her career in the fashion industry. She also had an aunt who lived in Manhattan and this aunt would always tell Lenore that she was going to be a late bloomer, but that she would be beautiful when she became an adult.
One of the greatest remembrances Lenore has was from the summer of 1940 right after she graduated high school. Here Lenore tells it in her own words:

I am going down to the Ask Mr. Foster's Travel Agency with my Mother… She told me that my Dad made arrangements for us to take a train tour across country from New York to California. I had just graduated high school; this was to be my graduation present. I WAS 16 YEARS OLD. I am so surprised AND HAPPY. I CAN'T BELIEVE IT.

I asked my mother, “When do we leave? Where are we going?” Then she told me that the reason for us being at the travel agency was so we could get our itinerary, tickets, and everything else we needed. I am so excited about the trip. I can't wait to get home to tell my best friend Ruth. 

Soon after that we packed for our month long trip. It was such fun to eat our meals in the dining car, and to sleep in the Pullman car. I loved the hamburgers on the train. I wanted to order them for all my meals except breakfast. After a couple of days I met three other people around my age. We did almost everything together; sightseeing, talking, and just enjoying the journey. I was so impressed with the Grand Canyon. We stayed overnight at a hotel near there. I loved the tour through Bryce Canyon, it was so beautiful. I learned so much and enjoyed every minute of it. 

Soon we were be in Los Angeles and visited my aunt, uncle, and cousins. I hoped my cousins wouldn't tease me the way they did last time when they visited us. I was invited by other cousins to the Beverly Hills Hotel for lunch and swimming. They told me that Eddie Cantor's daughter was going to join us. I was thrilled at the thought of seeing a celebrity and actually having lunch with her. In a few days we left. I had such a good time and saw so many movie stars.

My Dad met us in Washington, D.C.  When we got off the train my Dad took us to a restaurant for lunch. It was my Mother's birthday. At the restaurant he presented my Mother with a beautiful diamond bracelet, and I was so happy for her. She was so excited and surprised what a wonderful end to our vacation.
Religion

Lenore’s parents were both devout Jews. In fact, Lenore’s father was very instrumental in having a Jewish temple built in Staten Island, and years later Lenore was married there.
School Years

Lenore went through school quickly; even skipping some grades. She always worked hard and received good grades. She was on the honor society and very involved with her school. She would attend sporting events and other school functions to show her support.  Her father also placed her in an oratory contest in which she won 2nd place. Her father was very supportive of Lenore and always pushed her to be the best she could be. 
Lenore started first grade at age six, just after moving to Staten Island. Her teacher’s name was Mrs. Decker and her husband owned a pharmacy on Amboy Road.  Lenore remembers her mother walking her to and from school everyday while Lenore was little. They would take a shortcut through a path of trees that was very beautiful. When Lenore was older, she would walk to school with other children that lived on her street. 
Lenore graduated high school when she was 16 years old and was accepted into Cornell, however she declined this and attended Pratt Institute in Brooklyn. She had researched the best schools in fashion, and decided on Pratt.  This was the finest fashion institute of that time. Her parent’s were very disappointed that she had not chosen Cornell, however Lenore says that she was “determined to follow my dream which was to be a fashion designer.”  
The program at Pratt was two years and designed for students who lived on campus. Lenore’s parents would not let her live there because she was the youngest student in the entire Institute. For the first semester Lenore had an awful commute. She would leave her house at six a.m., walk a mile to the train station, take a 45 minute train, catch a 30 minute ferry, a 30 minute subway, a 20 minute trolley, and then walk another half mile before reaching the school! The classes were in session until six p.m. and Lenore would not get back home until between nine and ten at night. This was very hard for her, and her parents continually pressured her to drop out and attend Cornell, but Lenore was determined to continue. They told her that they could no longer afford her tuition there, so Lenore started working nights and weekends to pay for it. The next semester Lenore was able to afford to rent a room in a house that was approved by Pratt Institute. This house was very much like a dormitory, and Lenore lived with many other girls there. 
Pratt Institute readily accepted students, but it was a hard school to graduate from. She was expected to be a fashion designer; however she did not know how to sew very well with all the sixteenth inch measures. Instead she would sketch. Because she was the youngest student, being only 16 years old, she was somewhat self conscious and sensitive. The teachers at Pratt were very high ranking designers in the field and were very cold and meticulous. There was even one teacher, Mrs. Zick, who would slap Lenore’s hand with a ruler and pull apart the clothes she had made. 
Another distressing experience for her while at Pratt came when she was required to take a “Life Drawing” class. The teacher told the class that they had to be familiar with the body and the way it moves if they were to be a fashion designer. The first time a male model came to class and posed nude Lenore “was so embarrassed and afraid to sit down,” she did not know what to do. Finally after a few sessions she was able to over-come her anxiety and successfully complete the course. 

 Being at Pratt was strenuous for Lenore and she would cry her way through it often. Though Pratt was tough, Lenore was tougher. She persevered through the two year program and went on to receiver her degree there. The programs they offered were Bachelor of Science degrees.  Getting her BS was a challenge because it concentrated on science and math which were not easy for her. 
She would continually petition the Dean to excuse her from these classes as she felt they were not necessary; however she was required to take them. Lenore continued to work through this and earned her degree. After graduating, she knew that she could do anything she set her mind to. When Lenore graduated from Pratt, she was asked to teach a summer course on the history of costume. During this class, she would take her students on field trips which were very fun. Lenore really enjoyed this experience and her parents encouraged her to pursue teaching, but she wanted to go into business. She decided that she did not like designing because there was too much math involved, so she went into merchandising. 

Later, Lenore started a program to earn a Master of Arts degree in Education and Counseling Supervision at New York University. Her parents helped her pay for this. She was pregnant when she began attending; however no one at her school knew this because she wore large clothing. She did her student teaching at a high school in Brooklyn; however she lived in Annadale Staten Island with her husband. Lenore went into labor the same day as her graduation ceremony and was not able to attend it!  Her mother was very upset about this and went to the ceremony instead and was able to pick up Lenore’s diploma. She earned a MA in Education with an emphasis in Psychology Counseling and Supervision. 
Living Places

Bernie was in the process of building a house for their family when Lenore’s father died and they were able to move into his large ranch house with her mother in Ocean Terrace, Staten Island. They added two bedrooms, and this was a very nice house with a full basement apartment in which the housekeeper lived. 
In 1958, their family moved to Eau Gallie, Florida which was just outside the Patrick Air Force Base at Cape Canaveral, where they lived for seven years. When looking in the area to find a house, Bernie would go down and stay with Lenore’s aunt and uncle who lived in Orlando, Florida. Bernie found a house and Lenore went to see it over a weekend period. She liked it and they bought it for $8000 that weekend.  It was a two bedroom, two bathroom house with a “Florida Room” which was an enclosed room with jalousie windows that gave the feeling of being open, which was very nice since they were only two blocks from the beach! There was no air conditioning, however after a year they put in an air conditioner. 

While living in Eau Gallie, Lenore ran an infant through teen specialty shop and her husband was a traveling salesman. Because of this, he was away from home often, and during one of his trips, Hurricane Donna hit Florida. Lenore’s store was only one block away from the ocean, and had to be evacuated. Lenore stocked the entire inventory high in the store and hired someone to board up the windows. Her home was also only a block from the ocean and they had to evacuate. Her daughter Helaine was very sick at this time and had a fever of 103 degrees. Lenore packed up canned food, candles, and matches, went to the pharmacy to get medicine for Helaine and evacuated with her friends Marty and Rochelle to a hotel across the bridge. Her neighbors did not evacuate and took care of her dog Skippy. 
At the hotel, there were only two rooms for all five of them to share. Lenore shared a room with her daughters that had two twin beds. The rain and wind was so strong, one of the beds was wet, so the three of them all shared one twin bed! Next, the electricity went out so there were no lights. Luckily Lenore had brought matches and candles so they had some light. This was very scary for Lenore and her daughters, especially since her husband was not there with them. When the hurricane was over, Lenore returned home and to the store which held up well and did not suffer any water damage. Soon after this Bernie quit working as a traveling salesman and began working for PANAM at Cape Canaveral. Part of Bernie’s job in Industrial Procurement at Cape Canaveral was to train employees to become supervisors in his department and order supplies for down range facilities. 

Lenore remembers Florida as being very hot and humid. The town they lived in was very small; water and phone utilities had just been installed. They couldn’t even see a movie easily as the closest movie theatre was 60 miles away! One day during a rainstorm all the children were at school, however it had rained so badly Lenore and Bernie had to borrow their neighbors boat to get the children home. They made five trips to the school that day and eventually got all the children home to their parents. 

Due to the location of Eau Gallie being very close to Cape Canaveral, many leading scientists, physicists, and chemists lived there. The local high school science teacher was even an MIT graduate! A fun activity Lenore remembers from Eau Gallie was watching the “shoots”. Everyone in the town would go to the beach and watch the missiles being fired from Cape Canaveral. Sometimes there would be five “shoots” a day, but the best ones were at night when the lights from the missiles contrasted beautifully against the dark sky. 
Lenore and Bernie lived in Eau Gallie during the Cuban Missile Crisis and the entire town was turned into an Army base. There were fighter planes equipped with five conventional bombs and one nuclear bomb taking off and landing in 30 minute intervals around the clock. However, there were not enough landing strips on the Cape, so they converted extra space to allow the planes to land. During this time, part of Bernie’s job was to line the Cape with lights in order for the planes to be able to land accurately.  They were also living in Eau Gallie when President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. Lenore was teaching at school and Bernie was in his office when they heard the news. 
Bernie and Lenore visited Eau Gallie about five years ago and saw that it is now a very developed area. However, some things remained the same. While they lived there a friend of theirs ran a local pharmacy in town. When they went to visit, he was still working at the same place! The Temple which Bernie helped build is now very large and has many members.  

While Bernie and Lenore were considering moving, Lenore’s friends who lived in California were continually telling her to move to California because “Old people live in Florida, young people live in California!” One summer, Bernie and Lenore took their daughters to visit these friends in California. For two weeks their family stayed at their friend’s home in the hills of Brentwood. This house was very elegant with huge glass windows. They were very wealthy people and the father, Denny, was a dentist. During this time, they met all of their friends who were all very affluent and lived in upscale areas such as Brentwood and Bel Air. 
This gave Lenore the impression that everyone in California lived that way. After returning to Florida, she and Bernie decided to move to California. They had become unhappy with the opportunities for advancement in their careers, and there was not much cultural stimulation for their children. They both quit their jobs and moved their family to California.
When arriving in California, neither Bernie nor Lenore had employment. Fortunately, Denny and Norma were very hospitable and opened their home to Lenore, Bernie, and their children. Denny and Norma also had two children; one boy and one girl, who were close in age to Lenore’s children and they played well together. Lenore and Bernie had to buy two cars in order to have transportation; however Lenore was afraid to drive on the freeways and would frequently have people take her places. 
While looking for work in California, Lenore had a job interview at Harbor College and Denny lent her his Cadillac to drive. They stayed with the Rosen family for close to six weeks, but Lenore was anxious to have a home of their own. The family enjoyed having them there and did not want them to leave, however Lenore was persistent and they were able to move out.  Denny and Norma found Lenore’s family an apartment in Brentwood. 
Until this point, their belongings had been in storage. They sold much of their furniture before leaving Florida; however they still had the necessities shipped to them. Luckily for Lenore, Bernie is an excellent “un-packer” and was able to get it unpacked and organized quickly. Later, Lenore and Bernie moved their family to a two story apartment on Green Valley Circle in Culver City. After this, they moved into an 1800 square foot condominium on Buckingham Parkway in Culver City. 
Lenore and Bernie currently live in a retirement community for seniors’ age 55+. They enjoy the community and participate in many classes and activities offered there. 
Earning a Living

After graduating from Pratt Institute, Lenore was asked to teach a summer class there on the History of Costume. She did this and enjoyed it very much; however she continued in fashion and began working at an Executive Training Program at James McCreery Department Store on Fifth Avenue in New York. She worked very hard and was promoted to buyer. She could see that this was a hard business and decided she would like teaching better. She quit her job here to continue her education. 
Lenore, her husband, and their two daughters moved to Eau Gallie, Florida in 1957. She and her husband ran an infant through teen specialty shop, however after a few years her husband became bored with the shop and went on the road selling children’s wear. During this time, Lenore stayed in Florida with the children and continued to run the store
While in Florida, Lenore also taught Psychology, Sociology, and other classes at Satellite High School. Some of her students were 18 and considering marriage, so Lenore brought in a priest, a rabbi, and a minister to talk about what is involved with such a large commitment. It was very informative and helpful to the students. She also created programs for students interested in pursuing higher education. She also created an early childhood development program that would teach students how to teach pre-school. Many of her students of this time later went on to pursue careers in this field. This was in 1958-1959, and at this time, early childhood development was very new as an area of study. The entire school participated in this program, and different groups would develop different aspects of the pre-school curriculum. She also traveled to other schools in the area to set up vocational programs in the area of fashion.  Lenore’s programs were examined and written about in national journals and magazines of that day. This was very fulfilling for her and she greatly enjoyed seeing her students succeed in this field. 

After moving to California in 1964, Lenore applied to teach at Harbor College in Los Angeles. She was granted an interview and was offered the position on the spot. Later the secretary of the man who hired Lenore told her that he was very disapproving of “on the spot” hiring and it was extremely rare for him to do this. He must have been very impressed with Lenore during the interview. 
She accepted this offer and had two weeks to prepare lessons for three classes she had never taught before. On the first night she walked into the English class she was teaching and there was a student in attendance that was older than she was as the teacher! This was very surprising to Lenore. She was challenged while teaching this class and had to refresh herself in grammar and composition. Soon after Lenore’s hands broke out in a rash, due to stress and she wore gloves for two weeks. 

At this time, Bernie was working for Fed Mart, where he worked for a year. He was a diligent worker, putting much effort into his job. His manager had a party at his house to celebrate the 4th of July. The party was on a Sunday, and Bernie and Lenore attended. The next day, Monday, Bernie went to work and was fired, however he has never found out why! After this, Bernie was out of work for awhile which was very discouraging for them. 
Lenore’s Uncle Jack was a dress manufacturer who had a showroom in Los Angeles, even though he was stationed in New York. Jack had many contacts in Los Angeles and was able to set up a job for Bernie as a merchandise manager in May Company. He was promoted numerous times beginning with becoming the Assistant Manager of security, then the Manager of security for the warehouse, then the Assistant Manager of operations for the downtown Los Angeles store. 
After this, Bernie was transferred to a different store to become the operations manager. He was completely in charge of the physical facility of the store. He greatly enjoyed his job and thrived on it. He eventually became a troubleshooter for the May Company, and was consulted in figuring out what different stores needed to do in order to budget and plan better. He retired from the May Company on January 31, 1983 at the age of 62. 
Bernie retired while Lenore was starting a new phase of her career. She started one of the first co-operative fashion education programs at Harbor College. Not only did Lenore create this program, but she also wrote the entire curriculum and taught classes within it. She felt that it was a disservice for the students to only be in the classroom and never get a chance to see how the fashion industry truly worked.  Her program insisted that students do internships while enrolled. They would earn credits for their hours worked. Lenore would visit them at the job site to encourage these students in what they were doing.  
Because many of the students Lenore worked with were on financial aide and could not afford professional attire, she wrote a grant and was able to get money to provide work clothes for these students. She would continually give students tips on how to “dress for success”. The final exam in her classes was to come to class in the attire that would be worn for a professional interview at the place they desired to work. 
This was very important to her, as she feels that the younger generations today dress too casually and have a lack of respect for others who have to look at them.  Lenore was extremely dedicated to her students and would go above the call of duty by working with students on financial aide and those who were enrolled in special programs. She also implemented counseling into her programs and would frequently do career counseling for her students.
While teaching at Harbor College that Lenore won the Eugene Pimentel award for Excellence in Teaching for the year 1981-1982. Later, she also won the EOPNS teacher of the year award at the same school in 1989. Lenore loved her job and it was very exciting and fulfilling for her. Her program would compete with private fashion universities such as the Fashion Institute of Los Angeles. In fact, The Fashion Institute met with Lenore to find out how to start a cooperative program at their school. 
Many public and private schools tried to recruit Lenore to work for them. She was offered a position at Los Angeles Trade Tech which was in the same district as Harbor College. The school wanted her to create a fashion merchandising program for them as she had done at Harbor College. At this time, Lenore had begun a program to earn her doctorate degree. She had already met with an advisor and began working on her dissertation. Lenore spoke with the dean of Harbor College about the situation and he advised her to accept the offer from L.A. Trade Tech. He told her that she would enjoy it and be challenged by it. 
She had been working at Harbor College for 19 years and needed something new. Not long after this meeting, Lenore found out that the dean was retiring and wanted her to be at an institution which would support her program and help to expand it. In April of May of that year, Lenore met with the president of L.A. Trade Tech. He greatly wanted her to work for them because they had had a fashion program for 60 years and they wanted to add a merchandising program to go along with it. 
Lenore was the perfect person to create and add this program. This program would be beneficial to the students because the school is located downtown close to the garment industry. After meeting with the president, the head of the fashion department, Sharon Tate, and the management display teacher took Lenore to lunch. Lenore had made a list of things that she had wanted and they were able to fill much of this list. However, Lenore was still ambivalent about the move and was not sure if it was the right thing. She decided that she would take the summer to think about it. When the summer was over, Lenore decided that she would accept the position at L.A. Trade Tech. 

While working at L.A. Trade Tech, Lenore had to both teach and write the program curriculum simultaneously.  For the first few semesters, Lenore taught seven different classes.  Lenore integrated classes from the fashion department, business department, communications department, as well as adding a merchandising department and created a two year program in Fashion Merchandising. 

One of Lenore’s favorite students was a young woman named Phyllis Clark. Phyllis started college at age 16 and quickly grew attached to Lenore. They were so close that she considered Lenore to be her second mother. Today Phyllis has two sons and is teaching college part time. She received her Bachelor’s Degree and has done very well with her life. Lenore and Phyllis continue to keep their relationship alive and stay in contact. 
Another of Lenore’s favorite students was Olga Ferguson who was a model for their fashion shows while at LA Trade Tech. Lenore and Olga were able to spend time together recently at an airport  before Lenore left for a trip. Olga is now a flight attendant and was able to walk Lenore into the airplane and instruct the other attendants to give her special consideration during her flight, which they were able to do.  

Lenore says the greatest aspect of teaching was being able to touch and influence so many lives. Her goal has always been to encourage people to feel better about themselves and be successful. This goal was achieved which is evident in the way her students handled her retirement. When Lenore retired, the deans and teachers of the school gave her a retirement party. Lenore appreciated this; however it was not very important to her. 
What she really cared about were her students, so when they gave her a retirement party Lenore was thrilled! They made special invitations, which was very exciting because computers were still new at this time, and gave everyone invited an assignment to write something special about Lenore. The students put these letters together into a memory book and presented it to her at her party on October 17, 1993. The book is full of about 50 letters that she adores.  She still cherishes that book today. 

Currently, Lenore does part time career counseling and motivational lectures on cruise ships. She began doing the cruise ship lectures in 1993 when one of her students from Harbor College recommended her to an agent. This student also did lectures on cruise ships. Lenore began doing anywhere from 10 to 14 lectures a year, while she was still teaching! The cruises would run during summer and Christmas and would travel all around the world. Although she retired from teaching, she continues to do these cruise lectures. 

Lenore’s cruise ship lectures are called “Self Enrichment”. She has an appeal to people from a wide age range and varied backgrounds. One of her current lectures revolves around the theme of “Revitalizing Your Life,” and is geared toward older people who are usually retired. This is very exciting to her as it challenged older people to continue to experience life to the fullest. Lenore greatly dislikes the excuse of “I’m too old to do that”, and her cruises teach people that they are never too old to stimulate their minds. Her other topics are “Motivation vs. Procrastination”, “Building Self Esteem”, “Communication”, “Listening and Body Language”, and sometimes she does fashion lectures as well. For all of her lectures, Lenore focuses on the “Strength-bases Philosophy” which teaches that it is better to capitalize on a person’s strengths than focusing on improving their weaknesses. 
Bernie is also involved with Lenore’s cruises. He helps her with the publishing and advertising of materials she uses. He also sets up the travel plans and any other necessary arrangements. He always attends the lectures and will do much of the setup for her lectures. He sets up the podium, lighting, and distributes handouts. At one of her lectures, Lenore lost her voice and was unable to continue, so he finished her lecture for her.  Lenore is very appreciative of this and sees the large help that Bernie is to her. She sees that they work together well and is glad that they are a team. 
Love and Romance

Lenore’s first date with her future husband Bernie was a blind date. They had never met, and Bernie went on this date as a favor for a couple who wanted him and Lenore to double date with them. Bernie was very surprised when he met Lenore.  He had expected her to be unattractive, instead she was stunning. She looked younger than her age, and was beautiful. Upon meeting Bernie, Lenore thought that he was older than he actually was.  
While dating, Lenore’s husband Bernie was in the Army. When he would visit Lenore, he would have to fly into New York and find a way to the ferry where Lenore and her father would pick him up. When they were to be engaged, he attended one of Lenore’s family meetings. Her uncles were very hard on him and picked him apart. She was the oldest niece and granddaughter and they were looking out for her. However, Bernie stuck it out and they were married on Christmas Day, 1945.
Later in their marriage, Bernie began to feel insecure because he had not been able to go to college and Lenore was highly educated. Bernie is very smart and scored very high on all of the state exams. However, during the Depression Bernie could not afford to go to school because he had to work and help support his parents. When they first got married Lenore wanted him to go back to school, but her father tempted Bernie into the business industry. Today, Bernie is very comfortable with himself and the position he has in their marriage. 

Children

Lenore and Bernie have two children: Helaine and Michele, and one dog, Nicki, which they rescued from an animal shelter about one and a half years ago. 
While the children were young, Lenore was teaching and would be home at 4:30 pm each afternoon. Though she was working, Lenore made her children a priority. After she returned home from work each day, she would read stories to the girls while they were very young and sing songs with them as she played the piano when they were a little older. Looking back, Lenore says that they probably “enjoyed each other more since they weren’t together all the time.” Lenore also always had a live in housekeeper who would help watch and care for the children. When the children reached school age, Lenore and Bernie sent them to a private school in Staten Island called Staten Island Academy until they moved to Florida. 
Lenore and Bernie were always very involved in their children’s lives, especially their education. In fact, Lenore was teaching in the high school that Helaine attended and she had to enroll in her mother’s class. Lenore made an effort not to give Helaine any special attention so the other students would not object. Lenore was President of the PTA for awhile at Satellite High School in Eau Gallie when her daughters were in school there. 
She also started a Junior Toastmasters club in the high school and of course the girls were involved in that, too. Lenore was also a Girl Scout and Brownie Leader while her children participated in these activities. In addition to all this, the family took car trips to Virginia frequently and Lenore took Helaine and Michele to the Opera and ballet so that they were exposed to the arts. 

Lenore’s Uncle Jack manufactured Helaine and Michelle’s dresses while they were children. After they outgrew these dresses, Lenore began to design and make their special occasion dresses. She even made Michele’s graduation dress when Michele graduated from Jr. High School. Michele loved the dress and was very proud of it. While they were still on Staten Island Lenore designed and made a Mother/Daughter dress set for the two girls and herself. The dress set was a brown corduroy skirt and vest with a light blue and brown silk blouse. 
They all looked very beautiful in their matching outfits. One day they each dressed in this outfit and Lenore took them to a Fifth Avenue department store called Best & Company where they had their hair cut at the Children’s Hair Salon. They would then have lunch near by. This was a very special time for all of them and something they still cherish today. 
After moving to Los Angeles, Lenore says she would stay up, “burning the midnight oil”, whenever one of the girls had a special occasion to attend. The girls would often wait until the last minute to tell Lenore, coming to her the night before that they needed a new dress made. Lenore always did her best to accommodate them, even when it required her to stay up all night to put them together. In addition to making the girls clothes, Lenore would also make her own. They were on a tight budget and Lenore greatly enjoyed this so it worked out very well for them. 
Lenore says that the best advice she gave to her children was to, “always to be honest, respect your parents and adults, be considerate of others, and try to be helpful to other people.”   Because she was in education most of her life, she always stressed the importance of an education. Her father stressed that with her, and Lenore says that her mother would always say, “Money is round, sometimes you have it and sometimes you don’t; but education is something no one can take away from you.” Lenore always repeated that saying to her daughters. 
Lenore also “emphasized the fact that each of the girls should have a career that would make them self-sufficient so they would not have to depend on anyone else for their livelihood.” This was how she lived her life and wanted it for her children also.  Both of Lenore’s children are wonderful and caring young women. 
They are always there for her and Bernie if they become ill. When Bernie was in the hospital, they would take turns staying with Lenore overnight and they would never leave her alone. Lenore says that she and Bernie “are very fortunate to have such a close knit and caring family.”
Helaine Francis Eisenstein
Lenore became pregnant the summer of 1947 which was a very traumatic year in their life. On Labor Day of that year, Bernie’s older sister was killed. Lenore was very close to her as she had spent much time with Lenore while Bernie was overseas with the military. This caused them much grief out of which their first child Helaine Francis Eisenstein was born on May 26, 1948 at Richmond Memorial Hospital in Staten Island, New York.  
The delivery doctor that was attending Lenore was very good friends with her father. Helaine was born during the morning and Lenore was in a post-partum ward with other patients that evening when she heard this doctor talking with the nurses in the hallway. He told the nurses that he had just gotten back from a celebration dinner with Lenore’s father at a nearby restaurant called Tavern on the Green. They were celebrating Helaine’s birth and Lenore’s father becoming a grandfather. 
Helaine walked at a very early age of 10 months. Helaine also started talking in complete sentences before she was two years old.  Helaine and Lenore’s father had a very special relationship. As she was the first grandchild, he idolized her and she was the “apple of his eye.” In fact, the first time she walked across the room to Lenore’s father on her own, he gave her a $100 bill. Helaine also loved her grandfather and called him Pop Pop. 
When she was two and three, Lenore’s father would often take off work to take Helaine on car rides in his red convertible. Helaine loved this! It was a special thing between the two of them that they enjoyed together. However, much like Bernie, Helaine was also temperamental, strong willed, and independent.  One day Pop Pop came over to take her for a ride and she said, “I’m not talking to you today. I don’t want to ride in your car.” Lenore’s father was very upset at this. Later Helaine went with him again; it just depended on her mood. Lenore’s father had a replica of his car made for Helaine to be able to “drive” around the neighborhood. The car was almost an exact replica with the Pontiac logo and all the trimmings.  

When they moved to Florida, Helaine received her driver’s license at 14 years old! She became a very capable driver and was very responsible on the road. Helaine was also a good cook. When Lenore was working later into the evening, Helaine would prepare the side dishes to for the meals. Lenore would cook the main dish over the weekend and freeze it, and then Helaine would defrost it and prepare salad, vegetables, or whatever side they were having with it. She was always a great help to Lenore. 
Helaine was always very social. As a child in Staten Island she attended piano lessons and greatly enjoyed them. After moving to California, she joined the local chapter of B’nai Brith Girls (BBG) and became the chapter President. The BBG is the junior version of B’nai Berth which is a Jewish philanthropic organization. 
 Helaine also joined a teenage bowling league. During this time, Bernie played with an adult team at the time. Helaine enjoyed bowling very much and met her future husband Mike while bowling because he was an avid bowler. 
Helaine had a very elegant 16th birthday party while living in Florida. Lenore and Bernie rented a hall, hired a band, and Lenore prepared all the refreshments. The guests wore formal attire, and Lenore had made Helaine a beautiful dress to wear which Helaine adored. 
When Helaine graduated high school, Lenore took her to Europe. They flew into London, and visited a new place each day for three weeks. Helaine was sad during this trip because she had a steady boyfriend at home whom she missed terribly. Helaine married this boyfriend shortly after returning home from this trip.

Helaine married to Michael Lieberman on June 23, 1968 and also changed her last name to his. She was 20 years old at the time. Helaine became pregnant on their honey moon and their first child Heather Lieberman was born 9 months after they were married. While in labor the nurses told her that she had to take out her contacts, however Helaine refused. She fought with the nurses about this and was able to keep them in.  
Helaine and Michael now live in Chatsworth, California. She has earned a B.A. in Psychology from California State University at Northridge. She is also a Licensed Funeral Director and has combined these two fields in her current job, which involves counseling families and helping them select cemetery land at Eden Memorial Cemetery. 
Michele Dina Eisenstein 

Exactly three years after Helaine was born, their second child, Michele Dina Eisenstein was born on May 26, 1951 at the same hospital her older sister was born. Helaine was having her three year old birthday party that afternoon; however Lenore had to go into the hospital in the early morning. Luckily Lenore’s mother and housekeeper Angie were able to take over and run the party instead. Michele was born that morning and during the party Helaine cutely told everyone she got a baby sister for her birthday! 
Michele was a breech birth and both she and Lenore almost died. While delivering her, the attending doctor did not know whose life to focus on saving. Lenore says that after Michele came out an angelic nurse showed up who focused on saving Michele while the doctor worked on Lenore. The doctor sent Bernie from Staten Island to Manhattan to get blood for Lenore because she had lost so much and the hospital did not have a blood bank there. Luckily Lenore’s father knew all of the police in the area because he was the president of the Police Athletic League and was able to get Bernie a police escort the entire way. Amazingly both Michele and Lenore survived. 

Michele was born with long hair past her shoulders. When the nurses brought her to Lenore they had nicknamed her “Bonnie Braids” and had braided her beautiful hair. Everyone told Lenore that Michele would lose her hair but she never did. 
Michele was slightly chubbier than Helaine and did not walk until she was 18 months.  She also started talking late, which they found out was because Helaine would talk for her. Michele would look at something and make a noise, and Helaine would say to their mother. “Don’t you know she wants a cookie?”, or whatever the thing was. People were very harsh when talking about Michele and would tell Lenore, “Oh yes I know your daughter. She’s the one who talks funny!” This was very hurtful to both Lenore and Michele. 
When Michele was four years old, Lenore and Bernie took her to the Head of the Speech Therapy Department at Columbia University in Manhattan, New York because she still was not speaking well. The therapist took Michele into a room without her parents and recorded her responses to his questions. Michele spoke to him very well, and Lenore was amazed by this. They figured out that the reason she never spoke around them was because she didn’t need to, everyone spoke for her instead. Although Michele could talk, the speech therapist recommended that she see a speech therapist named Bobbi each week. 
Bobbi was a newlywed and did not know how to cook, so Lenore arranged an agreement with her that Lenore would teach Bobbie to cook in exchange for Michele’s speech therapy sessions. Bobbi would come to their house early and watch Lenore prepare a meal, and then would work with Michele for an hour. She taught Michele pronunciation, and within a month Michele began to speak very well. Today, Michele continues to enunciate her words very well and enjoys public speaking and conducting training sessions for staff in her workplace. 
As a toddler, Michele did not like to wear clothes and would always be taking them off. During the winters in Staten Island, Lenore would put her in a snowsuit, and pin on her mittens, socks, and shoes. One day Lenore received a call from their neighbors, who told Lenore that she needed to keep clothes on her daughter since it was “shocking” for their four year old son to see a girl naked! These neighbors were from London and associated with the “Lloyds of London”, and were also “very prudish” as Lenore recalls. 

When they moved to Florida, Michele became friends with a Deaf girl named Betty. They were both about seven years old at the time. They became best friends and would go roller-skating and would hold hands as they skated around the rink. Betty always enjoyed skating with Michele. 

Lenore tried to keep her children engaged in the arts, and Michele played the part of Balloon Girl in a summer production of the musical “Gypsy.” Lenore was the typical “stage mother” as she felt she had to be back stage at every performance to help Michele with her costume. This performance gave Michele a love of singing, and when the family moved to California, she took vocal lessons from one of the top teachers in the region. Michele dreamed of growing up to be a professional singer. She was even able to perform at a few hotels in the area; however since she was underage she could not perform anywhere that served alcoholic beverages.  

Michele went to Europe with her junior class in high school. When she was in college, her parents sent her on the “World Campus Afloat” through Chapman College. This was a program in which students traveled the world by ship and took classes while on the water. They also did field work in whichever country they were in. Michele loved this trip and still talks about her experiences on it. 

Michele married Michael Evans soon after returning from Europe on December 15, 1974 and changed her name to Michele E. Evans. Michele became pregnant while still in the Nursing Program at Harbor College and it was there that she told Lenore she was expecting. Many things about Michele also remind Lenore of her own mother. Now, Michele and Michael live in Lawndale, California. She received her Registered Nursing Degree and Associate of Arts Degree from Los Angeles Harbor College. She also earned a B.S. in Nursing from the University of Phoenix. She is a certified hospice nurse, and was one of the first in the country to have passed the Certified Hospice National Exam.  Michele now works for Trinity Hospital as a Liaison Coordinator between nursing homes and hospitals. 

Grandchildren
Lenore and Bernie have three grandchildren: Heather and Lawrence (Larry) who are Helaine and Michael’s children, and Ehren, who is Michele and Michael’s son. 

Heather was born in 1969. She received her B.A. and M.B.A. from California State University, Long Beach. She is also a Certified Human Resource Specialist, having qualified by passing the national exams. She is currently the Regional Director for Best Buy stores and works directly with the regional office in Minnesota. She has been married to her husband John for three years. 

Heather has been like another daughter. In any emergency she is always available for Lenore and Bernie to rely on. In fact, she and her husband John built a room for Lenore and Bernie at their house. They furnished it beautifully and the last time Lenore and Bernie visited Heather had added pictures of Lenore and Bernie’s engagement. In addition to these pictures, Heather had put special pictures of Bernie’s sister on his nightstand and beautiful pictures of Lenore on her wedding day on Lenore’s nightstand.  They are very hospitable toward Lenore and Bernie, always making sure there are things in the house that they enjoy eating and drinking, and go out of their way to make them comfortable. 
The night before last Thanksgiving (2004), the family was staying with Heather and John and all went to dinner at a Chinese restaurant. John went in early to make arrangements. They had a nice meal together, and when it was time to open the fortune cookies the waiter brought out scrolls instead and placed one in front of each person except Heather and John. John told everyone they can open them, and when they did they saw a sonogram picture. To everyone’s delight, Heather is pregnant! Her first child is due in July 2005. This will be Lenore and Bernie’s first great-grandchild! 
Lawrence was born in 1971 at Daniel Freedman Hospital. He received his Associates Degree from Pierce College and is now a Purchasing Manager for Century 21 Insurance. Lenore says that Larry is definitely a “people person.” He is fun, friendly, and outgoing; the type of person everyone likes. He has done very well in his career, starting in the mail room at Century 21 and working his way up. He has no problems with his co-workers or employers because he is so well liked. 
Michele gave birth to Ehren in a birthing center in 1976. Michele did not call to tell Lenore she was in labor, so Lenore did not hear from her until after Ehren was born! Michele was not able to nurse well and this was very hard for her emotionally. There was much pressure to do this. However, the nurses became concerned because Ehren was losing weight, so Michele stopped nursing after a few days. Ehren had no further health issues and has had no negative effects from this. 
The first day Michele and Michael brought Ehren home from the hospital Lenore was there to help. Michele was very tired and was asleep while and baby Ehren was laying on his stomach he pushed himself up to look around! He was very alert and bright from an extremely young age.
Ehren is extremely smart. As a child he went to a magnet school in Los Angeles that focused on science and mathematics. The student body there was very high caliber, and the students were allowed to take college courses at California State University, Dominguez while attending high school. One semester he was going to take chemistry at this college, however it did not fit into his schedule, so he asked the teacher if he could just read the book and take the test. The teacher agreed, and Ehren scored the highest in the entire class, even though he did not attend one session! 
After graduating high school, Ehren enrolled in Rensalleare Polytechnic University in Albany, New York as a Chemical Engineering major. He received a four year scholarship at this University, which helped pay for the tuition.  However, he did not like this as well as he thought he would, so he went to community college for one semester to figure out what he wanted to do instead. He changed his major to Science, and Technology, which is the major he received his B.A in from Rensalleare Polytechnic University. 
For awhile Ehren was working for a telephone company however he became bored with this and quit his job there. He loves animals and for awhile was thinking of becoming a dog psychic. He even had business cards made! However, he did not have the funds necessary to start his own business so that did not work out.  Ehren is also a prolific reader and excellent writer. He plans to write articles and stories for Reader’s Digest. He was also encouraged to send his writing to The New Yorker magazine. He now plans to get his teaching credential in Oregon where he currently lives. 
Living

Lenore and Bernie have traveled around the world together as she lectures on the cruise ships. They have been everywhere a cruise ship can go including: Siberia, Japan, Greek Isles, the Sioux Canal, the Red Sea, India (where they saw the Taj Mahal), Bombay, Australia, as well as many others. Lenore and Bernie both enjoy seeing and learning about cultures from around the world, however neither of them imagined their life to be this way. 

Lenore says one of the biggest changes she has experienced in her life was getting a television. Her father bought a black and white television set right after they were invented and Lenore’s family was one of the first on the street to own one. Her friends always wanted to visit to watch television. At times it was even strange for her to see her children grow up with a television. 
She recalls a time when Helaine was very young and was watching a cooking show on television. Lenore was in the other room talking to a friend on the phone and repeatedly heard the refrigerator closing. She hung up the phone to check on Helaine and found her sitting in front of the television with a bowl and six eggs cracked inside-shell and all! The cooking show had instructed them to use six eggs; however since Helaine could not count she went to the refrigerator each time the instructor put another egg in. This was a very humorous event for Lenore.
 Lenore’s biggest hope for the future of the world is in stem cell research. She sees so much possibility for curing so many medical problems and helping so many people. She hopes it becomes refined and available for those who need it. Lenore also sees hope in education, however it needs more funding to stay alive. It is very frustrating to her when politicians promise education funding, yet it is the first thing to be cut in their budgets. She believes that young people need a good education to grow up and become better citizens to society. 
Public school teachers also need more support. Often times, they now have to buy their own classroom supplies because the schools do not have money to provide these things for them.  However, private schools are doing well in this area.  Many have computers for children as young as pre-school and kindergarten. Lenore and Bernie know a girl named Kiana who is now nine years old. When they met her she was in preschool. When Kiana was in first grade Lenore and Bernie went to her school and were very impressed with the use of computers by children so young. 

The biggest danger Lenore sees for the world is the lack of moral values by the younger generations. The considerations for others are slipping, and kids are growing up in a “me” society, where all they think about is themselves. Many do not care about hurting others to get what they want. They live for today without thinking of the consequences for tomorrow. This is much different than Lenore’s generation which learned respect and consideration of others. 

Lenore and Bernie were always members of a Jewish Temple, regardless of where they were living. Lenore’s parents were very involved in building the Temple in Staten Island; her Mother was President of the Ladies Auxiliary, and her Dad was President of the Temple. While living in Eau Gallie, Florida Bernie even physically helped build the Temple there. When they moved to Los Angeles they joined the University Temple in Brentwood, Ca. Helaine worked part-time in the office and Michele was confirmed there. They would also attend the Temple where their grandchildren were being Bar Mitzvah-ed or Bat Mitzvah-ed. Lenore believes strongly in prayer and she prays every day for good health and happiness for Bernie, her children and her grandchildren. She desires to believe they will all go to heaven, which she hopes will be a place where they will reunite with her parents and loved ones whom they have lost.

Lenore is a firm believer that a person can be successful at whatever he or she sets their mind to doing as long as that person is willing to put effort into the task. This may not be easy, however it can be accomplished.  Lenore has proven this to be true by the way she has lived a life of hard work and dedication to her goals. Lenore does not feel like giving up or “relaxing” all the time. She thrives off of being busy and creative.  She is successful today because she lives by her belief of hard work. 
Lenore realizes that not all people are academically minded and some are better in the arts. She feels that music and art are very important programs in public schools and that these programs help foster healthy emotional development. Because of this belief, Lenore serves on a committee that works throughout the year to organize an annual art festival which donates its proceeds to the art programs of the 80 public schools and approximately 80,000 students in her area. The group sees the importance of art and music and helps provide these programs to the schools. They also give school grants that have been written and submitted to their group by the teachers in the schools.  Each school that receives money from the group participates in the festival by providing some form of entertainment during one of the days of the festival. The festival is free, however many vendors set up, which is what brings in the profit. Children greatly enjoy this festival because there are many activities for them to participate in including puppet shows, music performances, and painting and sculpting workshops. 
Lenore and Bernie always try to donate and help the less fortunate. Lenore’s goal in life is to help others find happiness and teach them to enjoy every minute of every day. She desires and tries to help others find a way to make their life worth living and set goals that will help them to lead a more productive life. She enjoys counseling others to help them resolve their problems and develop a more positive attitude toward life. Lenore knows that she is fortunate to have so much to make life worth living. She says that she has “a wonderful husband and children and grandchildren.” She says that her family is very caring and family conscious. They try to get together on birthdays and other special occasions, as well as religious holidays.
In coping with tragedies, even though it seems the sadness will never end, she tells herself  “this too, will pass.” She always tries to move on to change her attitude so she will be able to attain the goals she has set for herself. Lenore says that her work has been a strong factor in helping her move through situations. It gives her something to do in order to not dwell on unfortunate situations. Helping others is also a positive tool she uses to help herself to move on and get through a tough situation.  
Lenore remembers World War 2 had a tremendous impact on her life, especially since her fiancé was in the Air force flying from India to China. It was a very difficult time for her since she was always worried about his safety. She says that she prayed every day that he would come home safely and fortunately he did. Lenore says that she tends “to be a terrible worrier,” as her mother was. She read a book by Dale Carnegie titles “How to Stop Worrying and Start Living” which has really helped her. 
Through reading this book, Lenore has learned to say to herself “If I have no control over the situation, there is no use in wasting time worrying about it.” That outlook has had a strong impact on her life and has helped her let things go. However, there are still times when she worries about her children, especially if they are sick. It helps that she is in contact with them frequently-she talks with Michele every day and Helaine at least once each week. 

Lenore has learned not to measure herself against anyone else, and she sets goals for herself that she hopes to achieve that will bring her a sense of accomplishment.  She is always manufacturing new projects on which to work. Lenore is very proud of her accomplishments as a Dean and College Professor. She is proud that she has helped so many students, many of which still keep in touch with her and call her for advice to this day. 
Lenore is proud of her children and grandchildren and all their accomplishments. She is also proud to have such an intelligent and caring husband who has always supported her in anything that she has undertaken. Lenore says that she doesn’t think she “could have accomplished as much as I have, if he wasn’t there to always encourage me and help me over the difficult times.” What a wonderful testimony to the faithfulness and care of Bernie! 
The best advice Lenore would offer to someone now is to “follow your dreams, make a tribute to better society, set goals that will give you a sense of accomplishment to make you a happier and more fulfilled individual.”
Looking back on her life, Lenore says that there isn’t anything she would change. She believes she had a good life with caring parents; and a wonderful husband, children, and grandchildren. She considers herself very fortunate. She now hopes to live for many years, in which time she desires to complete the book she is writing and enjoy her great-grandchildren. 

Event Map

	Date
	Event
	Description

	1894
	Emmanuel Honig Born
	Lenore’s father was born in New York

	1894
	Rose Freidenburg Born
	Lenore’s mother was born in New York

	
	Emmanuel and Rose Marry
	Lenore’s parents were married in Virginia??

	
	Emmanuel and Rose move to NY
	

	1924
	Lenore Honig Born
	Lenore was born in Manhattan, NY

	
	Began First Grade
	Lenore began first grade at age six. 

	1940
	Graduated High School
	Lenore graduated high school at age 16. 

	1940
	Trip around country
	Lenore’s parents took her on a train trip from New York to Los Angeles for her graduation present. 

	1940
	Enrolled in Pratt Institute
	At age 16 Lenore began attending Pratt in a Fashion Design Program

	1944
	Graduated from Pratt
	Lenore graduated from Pratt with a B.S. in Home Economics

	1945
	Bernie and Lenore married
	

	1946
	Enrolled in MA program
	

	May 26, 1948
	Graduated MA
	Lenore graduated with a Master of Arts in Education, emphasis Psychology and Supervision; however her mother had to participate in the ceremony as Lenore was in labor!

	May 26, 1948
	Helaine Eisenstein born
	Lenore and Bernie’s first child.

	May 26, 1951
	Michele Eisenstein born 
	Lenore and Bernie’s second child

	1952
	Emmanuel Honig Died
	Lenore’s father died

	1957 
	Moved to Eau Gallie, Florida
	

	
	Hurricane Donna
	

	
	JFK Assassination
	

	1964
	Moved to California
	

	1964
	Begin teaching at Los Angeles Harbor College
	

	June 23, 1968

	Helaine married Michael Lieberman
	

	1969
	Heather Lieberman born
	Helaine and Michael’s first child

	1970
	Lenore start Co-Op
	Lenore created a Co-Op program at Harbor College

	1971
	Lawrence Lieberman born
	Helaine and Michael’s second child

	December 15, 1974
	Michele married Michael E. Evans
	

	1976
	Ehren Evans born
	Michele and Michael’s first child

	1981-1982
	Eugene Pimentel Award for Excellence in teaching
	Lenore was awarded this while teaching at Los Angeles Harbor College

	1981
	EOPNS Teacher of the Year Award
	Lenore was awarded this while teaching at Harbor College

	Jan 31, 1983
	Bernie retires
	

	1983
	Began teaching at LA Trade Tech
	

	1988
	Lenore began motivational speaking on cruise ships
	

	1993
	Lenore retired from teaching
	

	
	Heather Married
	

	July 2005
	Lenore’s first great grandchild will be born
	


Standard Pedigree Tree

Father’s Family

Generation No. 1
1.  HONIG1 . Children of  HONIG’s  are:

i. JACK2 HONIG.  m ESTELLA WEIDER. 

Children of JACK HONIG and ESTELLA WEIDER are:
a. NORMA SCHLESSINGER

b. HAL HONIG

ii. ROSE HONIG  m MILTON PORTMAN. 

Children of ROSE HONIG and MILTON  PORTMAN are:
a. MILES PORTMAN m TAMAH

b. STEPHEN PORTMAN (deceased)

iii. SAM EARL HONIG. m EDITH
Children of SAM EARL HONIG and EDITH are:

a. CARL HONIG (deceased)

b. WILLIAM HONIG

iv. SHIRLEY HONIG. m AL SHULTZ
Children of SHIRLEY HONIG and AL SHUTZ are:

a. ROBERT ROSS

b. FRED ROSS

v. LOU HONIG. m DOROTY RUBIN
Children of LOU HONIG AND DOROTHY RUBIN are:

a. FRED HONIG (deceased)
vi. HERMAN HONIG. m LILLIAN BOTTLESTONE

Children of 
HERMAN HONIG and LILLIAN BOTTLESTONE are:

a. EVE LYNN HONIG

b. ROSS HONIG

2.
vii.
EMANUEL MANNY HONIG, b. 1894, New York; d. June 09, 1952, New York.

Generation No. 2
2.  EMANUEL MANNY2 HONIG (UNKNOWN1) was born 1894 in New York, and died June 09, 1952 in New York.  He married ROSE FRIEDENBERG, daughter of UNKNOWN FRIEDENBERG and GELLA SHAPIRO.  She was born August 22, 1895 in Virginia, and died March 13, 1992 in Los Angeles.

Child of EMANUEL HONIG and ROSE FRIEDENBERG is:

3.
i.
LENORE EDITH3 HONIG, b. February 09, 1930, New York.

Generation No. 3
3.  LENORE EDITH3 HONIG (EMANUEL MANNY2, UNKNOWN1) was born February 09, 1930 in New York.  She married BERNIE EISENSTEIN.  

Children of LENORE HONIG and BERNIE EISENSTEIN are:

4.
i.
HELAINE FRANCIS4 EISENSTEIN, b. May 26, 1948, Richmond Memorial Hospital, Staten Island, New York.

5.
ii.
MICHELE DINA EISENSTEIN, b. May 26, 1951, Richmond Memorial Hospital, Staten Island, New York.

Generation No. 4
4.  HELAINE FRANCIS4 EISENSTEIN (LENORE EDITH3 HONIG, EMANUEL MANNY2, UNKNOWN1) was born May 26, 1948 in Richmond Memorial Hospital, Staten Island, New York.  She married MICHAEL LIEBERMAN June 23, 1968 in California.  

Children of HELAINE EISENSTEIN and MICHAEL LIEBERMAN are:


i.
HEATHER5 LIEBERMAN, b. 1969; m. JOHN LIEBERMAN.


ii.
LAWRENCE LIEBERMAN, b. 1971, Daniel Freeman Hospital, Los Angeles, California.

5.  MICHELE DINA4 EISENSTEIN (LENORE EDITH3 HONIG, EMANUEL MANNY2, UNKNOWN1) was born May 26, 1951 in Richmond Memorial Hospital, Staten Island, New York.  She married MICHAEL EVANS December 15, 1974 in Malibu, Cailfornia.  

Child of MICHELE EISENSTEIN and MICHAEL EVANS is:

i. EHREN5 EVANS, b. 1976.
Mother’s Family
Generation No. 1
1.  UNKNOWN1 FRIEDENBERG  He married GELLA SHAPIRO, daughter of UNKNOWN GRANT.  

Children of UNKNOWN FRIEDENBERG and GELLA SHAPIRO are:


i.
THELMA2 FRIEDENBERG.


ii.
REBECCA FRIEDENBERG.


iii.
LOUIS FRIEDENBERG.


iv.
MAX FRIEDENBERG.


v.
SADIE FRIEDENBERG.

2.
vi.
ROSE FRIEDENBERG, b. August 22, 1895, Virginia; d. March 13, 1992, Los Angeles.


vii.
YALE FRIEDENBERG.
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Picture  1 My Mother and Michele at Michele's graduation from the Nursing Program at Los Angeles Harbor College
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Picture 2 Lenore in her cap and gown after a graduation ceremony at Los Angeles Harbor College
All faculty members had to participate in the ceremony wearing a cap and gown. She attended every graduation ceremony from 1964 to 1983.
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Picture  3 Bernie's father Morris Eisenstein, Bernie, his Mother Henrietta Eisenstein
This picture was taken when he was home on leave from the Air Force
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Picture  4 Nee and Fred, my first cousins who live in Boca Raton, Florida
He and I were brought up like brother and sister and always have been very close.
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Picture  5 Michele at 3 years old
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Picture  6 Rose Friedenerg  Honig, my Mother  about 1900
My Mother all dressed for a special occasion about 1900
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Picture  7 At the Ahavis Israel Synagogue in Tottenville, Staten Island
I was later married in this temple. My Father was President and responsible for the building. My Mother was President of the Women's Auxiliary. This was taken when they had a ceremony for burning the mortgage. Bernie's Mother and Father My Mother and Father, and Lenore
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Picture  8 Business card of our Pontiac dealership in Staten Island, New York
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Picture  9 The Pontiac Showroom in New Dorp, Staten Island, New York
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Picture  10 My Mother and me 1975
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Picture  11 A group of soldiers  from Fort Lee, In Petersburg ,Virginia. My father is in the back row, on the left, with a big hat
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Picture  12 My father and Grandpa Honig, his father
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Picture  13 Michele about 7 years old
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Picture  14 Helaine about 10 ears old
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Picture  15 Michelle as a teenager
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Picture  16 Helaine about 6 years old
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Picture  17 Helaine, about  10 years old in front of our shop Michele Togs in Eau Gallie, Florida
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Picture  18 Lenore, Michele, and Helaine
Michele was about 5years old and Helaine about 8 years old. The principle photographer for Albert Einstein took this photo of us.
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Picture  19 Lenore, in front of Aunt Sadye's home in Los Feliz, Hollywood, California
I was about 16 when I visited there with my Mother. The train trip from New York to California was a high school graduation gift from my parents.
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Picture  20 Helaine graduation from High School. She was about 18.
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Picture  21 Bob Levin and Lenore
She was about 3 and he was 6
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Fashion Update

Fall '87

_bBy Lenore H. Eisenstein

The hemline . debate is the

‘most controversial subject in

fashion. Am I really going to
have to wear a mini'to.be in
fashion this fall? The answer is
“no,” “according to- fashio

_reports. Stores wiil be- carryirg

an ample supply of smart look-
ing mid-calf lengths, often with
an Edwardian influence, giving a
turn of the century look. Euro-
pean  designers are definitely
concentrating on the short
lengths, qualifying their choice

. by saying skirt lengths should be
~determined by the individual’s

figure, personality, and career.
Adding one short skirt, with a

- knee grazing hemline will give a

forward look to your present
wardrobe. The shorter lengths
are for innovators who are com-
fortable with this new propor-
tion. Longer, slightly fitted
jackets topping the short skirt is
the new proportion for the
season. : e
Peplums, flounces, and ruffles
add an_exciting feminine touch

LA\

. i " Thursd
25 - ~ October 15, 1

5
e

DEUX FILLES — Fantastic night dressing -In your choice of
lengths. The fitted sheath with ankle length flounce, the flurry
and pouf of taffeta in a daring mini length, and the subtle sashed
chemise with knee grazing double tiered ruffles, all by Deux-
lles.

for both day and evening wear I




Picture  22 Culver City News that published my fashion articles periodically
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Picture  23 Photo taken on Royal Caribbean Cruise Ship. This was a three day trip for my 80th birthday, February 9, 2004
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Picture  24 Models in a fashion show, I coordinated and narrated at Los Angeles Trade Technical College
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Picture  25 Audience on a ship where I was lecturing
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Picture  26 Lenore arranging clothes for a fashion show at LATTC
The design students presented the Gold Thimble Fashion Show each year. Awards were given to the best designers in different categories, sportswear, evening, children, etc
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Picture  27 Family photo taken on a cruise: Top Row Left to Right: Larry, Julie, Ehren, Mike and Helaine. Bottom Row Left to Right: Michele, Lenore, Bernie, Heather
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Picture  28 Talking picture given to us from the family for our 58th anniversary: Chewy, Helaine & Mike, Michael, Ehren, Michele, top right- Larry and Julie, Heather and John
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Picture  29 My Mother an evening at the Laurel in the Pines Hotel in Lakewood, New Jersey about 1958
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Picture  30 Catalog from Los Angeles Trade Technical College where Lenore was Associate Dean when she retired in 1993
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Picture  31 My Mother's sisters Thelma(Tem), Sadye, and Rebecca(Beck) about 1918
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Picture  32 Lenore in her office at Los Angeles Harbor College- 1980

[image: image33.jpg]Harbor College instructors honored

Three Harbor College instructors have been named
recipients of the fourth annual Eugene Pimentel Award
for Teaching Excellence,

Josephine Shepherd of Lomita, Leila Smith of Rancho
Palos Verdes and Lenore Eisenstein of Culyer City were
honored at a recent campus ceremony during which
each received a “lamp of learning” statuette from in-
struetor Joan Sorenson, a previous recipient who headed
this year’s selection committee,

The names of the three honorees will be inscribed
on a plaque on display at the Wilmington college.

Shepard was a member of the nursing faculty from
1963 until her retirement last spring. She was in charge
of the vocational nursing department for several years.

Smith, a professor of office administration, has devel-
oped many instructional programs since joining the fac-
ulty in 1965. She has written texts and numerous
professional journal articles and is editor of a national
business English newsletter.

Eisenstein was responsible for the development of
Harbor College’s fashion merchandising curriculum from.
the original concept into one of the top programs of
its kind in the country and the only one at a community
college.

The Pimentel award is named in honor of the man
who was president of Harbor College from 1972 to 1979
and vice chancellor of the Los Angeles Community College
District from 1979 until he retired last sorine.




Picture  33 Newspaper article in San Pedro Pilot when Lenore was honored as one of the outstanding instructors at Los Angeles Harbor College 1982
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Picture  34 Ehren, Lenore and Bernie at a dinner and honoring ceremony where Michele was honored as the most caring nurse in Los Angles County

The dinner was held at the Intercontinental Hotel, in Los Angeles
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Picture  35 Heather and John cutting their wedding cake
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Picture  36 Phyllis Clark, store mannequin and Lenore
This was a brochure I designed for Fashion Merchandising Program at Los Angeles Harbor College. 
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Picture  37 Bernie and Heather when she was a toddler
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Picture  38 Lenore holding her first grandchild, Heather Lynn as an infant  1970s
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Picture  39 Helaine at her 16th birthday party at a big hall in Eau Gallie Florida
I remember making all the sandwiches and other refreshments. There was a rock and roll band, and it was a gala event.
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Picture  40 Heather and Lenore at Heather college graduation from California State University Long Beach
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Picture  41 Lenore lecturing aboard a cruise ship
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